
MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

August/September 2022

CHAPTER AND VERSE

The Lord’s acts of mercy are not exhausted.  
His compassion is not spent.  

They are renewed each morning.  
(Book of Lamentations 3:22-23)

Jerusalem was destroyed in 586 BC.  The people were taken to other lands as slaves.  This book of the Bible was 
written as the people lamented what was next for them.  This particular passage is from the section telling the 
people to always trust in the Lord and hope for the future.  

Our “Jerusalem” is not destroyed, but after a long trying summer, we sometimes lament what is next in our lives.  As 
we reflect on the words from the Book of Lamentations, we too should have hope for the future of the children in 
Cleveland.  Every day as members of Christ Child Society, we demonstrate that acts of mercy are not exhausted, but 
are renewed each morning.  

I am excited and humbled to be your newly installed President.  We have an awesome Board representing our 
Projects. Lastly, congratulations to Liz Niehaus, the recipient of this year’s Mary Virginia Merrick Award.  

As Pope Francis is fond of saying “I ask you to please pray for me, and in turn I will pray for you.”  

Paula Conrad 

HELLO SUMMER!  
Continuing our Mission with Uniform Packing! 

It’s mid – summer and we are enjoying our family beach vacations, watching our grandkids running through the sprinklers 
or playing in the pool, cheering the Guardians, picnicking at Blossom with the Cleveland Orchestra, and patio dining at our 
favorite restaurants.  Our Christ Child Society members continue our mission throughout summer to help children get ready 
for school.  

Sylvia Bahr, Uniform Co-Chair helped prepare our list of 55 schools, community and social service organizations to obtain 
4000 uniform sets.  Sylvia reached out early to encourage them to complete their registration and orders ahead of the SC4K 
deadline.  Organizations can request either bundles of uniform shirts and pants in various sizes, or request custom sizes for 
specific individuals.  Our Christ Child members worked as a team to fill each order completely.  Loraine Wancata, Uniform 
Chair said that “Christ Child members working together and being flexible is key to getting the job done”.  Boys and girls 
clothing in sizes 4 through 20 and adult sizes are available. Two uniform sets are combined with two pair of socks and 
underwear, a backpack with school supplies, a hygiene kit, a reusable mask, and a $25 shoe shopping certificate.  

Only few more weeks remain until schools open in Greater Cleveland.  Preparing early ensures the children we serve will be 
well-equipped with quality clothing in appropriate sizes to start their new school year!  

Our thanks and appreciation to Loraine, Sylvia and the many Christ Child amazing, hard-working volunteers who came 
together to “get the job done” and send our Greater Cleveland children off to school looking “smart” and confident in their 
new clothes!    



*Contact information can be found in our Chapter roster.

CCS CLE NEWS!

Dates You Need To Know 

NOW!
August 3 Meeting for Executive Board
 Zoom at 9 a.m.

August 17 Provisional Bus Tour 
 CCS Office at 10:00 a.m.

August 31 4th Annual Evening-on-the-Lake
 The Cleveland Yachting Club
 200 Yacht Club Drive
 Rocky River, OH 44116
 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

September 21 Executive Committee 8:30 a.m. 
 Board Meeting 9:30 a.m. 
 General Business Meeting - 
  11:00 p.m. 
 CCS Office

September 28 Fellowship and Friend-Raising
 Oak Grove Pavilion MetroParks
 Brecksville, Ohio
 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
 Lunch at 12:30 p.m.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
August/September 2022

Layette Packing
First Monday, 10:00-12:30 / No packing in August / 
TUESDAY, September 6
Contact:  Carla Calevich

Ladies of the Cloth (NEW SEWING GROUP) 
Second Wednesday, 10:00-2:00
Contact:  Margo Cengic 
Showcase Fairview Park

Merrick House Reading Enrichment
First and Third Tuesdays, 9:30-11:00
Contact Carol to schedule a volunteer time.
Contact:  Carol Janas

“My Stuff”
Third Thursdays, 10:00-12:00 / Aug 18 and Sept 15
Contact:  Cindy Hronek

Parkview HeadStart Reading Program
Tuesday, First and Third, 9:30 - 11:00
Contact:  Sharon Harwat

Portable Crib Team
First and Third Tuesdays, 10:00-12:30
Contact: Pam Moritz

St. Francis Library
Begins September. Please contact chair for hours.
Contact: Karen Rebholz

St. Rocco Library
Mondays, 8:00 - 12:00
Contact: Laura Cengic

Showcase Lakewood
Shifts available Tuesdays – Saturday
11:00-2:00/ 11:00-4:00/ 12:00-4:00
Showcase Fairview Park
Shifts available 11:00-2:00/ 11:00-4:00/ 12:00-4:00
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Contact:  Adrienne Dziak or use SignUp Genius 
to sign up to volunteer

2022 - 2024 CCS 
Executive Board 

and Directors



Starlight Soiree Committee, 
the Heart of the Soiree 

Christ Child Soiree Chair Kathy Michael was excited to 
announce the Christ Child Society 71st Starlight Soiree will 
be held at the exquisite InterContinental Hotel Cleveland on 
Friday, November 4th.  The distinctive Founders Ballroom, 
with its stately chandeliers and grand staircase, provides 
spacious comfort and convenience for this year’s attendees.  
Kathy Michael and Paula Conrad hosted the first gathering 
of our Soiree Committee on May 25th for Christ Child’s largest 
annual fundraiser.  Christ Child members enthusiastically 
filled sub-committee positions to link the pieces and parts of 
another fabulous celebration and memorable event. 

Our Soiree Committee serves as the heart of this beautiful 
evening and encourages participation of all our members.  
The committee members work toward raising a greater 
level of funds each year to enable Christ Child to serve 
more children and grow our many programs.  Committee 
members have begun seeking raffle donations of jewelry, 
cash, gift cards, corporate sponsorships, program ads, and 
showstopper auction items that we all want! 

We ask you to join the committee to share in hosting the 
Soiree and solicit or contribute auction items!  We especially 
seek donations for a week at your beach condo, “a chef in 
your home” experience, a spa retreat, dinner gift certificates, 
Browns, Cavs or Guardians tickets, Playhouse Square and 
Orchestra tickets, “a night on the town”, golf outings, a 
professional photographer for a family Christmas picture, 
a local hotel weekend for Christmas shopping, Arhaus gift 
cards, or perhaps a new Michael Kors handbag!

Please contact any of the below listed committee chairs to 
participate and consider how you can best support our silent 
auction, or a Sponsorship.  Most of all plan to come to the 
Starlight Soiree, and raise record funds to help more children 
living in poverty!

Our gratitude to Christ Child Sub-Committee Chairs for their 
contribution!  

Corporate, Sponsorships ............................................ Cathy Caruso
Decorating, Favors, Venue Prep ....................................Rose Dziak 
Greater Giving ............................................................Diane Joeright
Newsletter ....................................................................Julie Jerdonek
Public Relations ............................................................................ OPEN
Program .........................................................................Kathy Michael
Raffles for Jewelry, Cash, Gift Cards ..........................Liz Niehaus
Reservations, Membership, Seating ..............Marybeth Baucco
Silent Auction .......................Yvonne Schiffer and Ardis Radak
Sponsorship/Advertisement ...... Karen Kirk and Kathy Marsh
Video .................................................................................Mary Herrick
Website ................................................................................ Terri Parker
Welcome Committee ............................................. Cathy Harbinak

FELLOWSHIP AND 
FRIEND RAISING

Our Christ Child Chapter is planning a day of 
“Fellowship and Friend Raising” for all members and 
their guests on Wednesday, September 28, at the 
Oak Grove Pavilion in Brecksville.  This potluck event 
will take place from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. with the shared 
picnic lunch set for 12:30 p.m. No volunteering, no 
donating, no program. Just fellowship and a relaxed 
afternoon with friends. More information will be sent 
via Constant Contact as the event nears. You will be 
able to register to attend and also sign up for a dish 
to bring vis SignUpGenius. If you have questions, 
please contact Carol Janas.

MUSIC  •  DRINKS  •  DINNER  •  RAFFLE

Wednesday, August 31st, 2022
6:00PM - 8:00PM

200 Yacht Club Drive, Rocky River, OH 44116
(Self-Parking)

$75 per person / Guests are welcome to attend
Reservations are due by August 24th.

RSVP on the website at:
https://christchildsocietycleveland.org/evening-on-the-lake

Or mail your check to:
Christ Child Society of Cleveland

Attn:  Evening-on-the-Lake
7901 Detroit Avenue, Suite 300

Cleveland, OH 44102

Please consider making a donation to support 
our mission if you are unable to attend.

“Challenging Childhood Poverty in Greater Cleveland”

an Evening-on-the-Lake at

Cleveland Yachting Club
a Christ Child Society social event



SHOWCASE
Bishop Malesic blessed the Christ Child Society’s 
new Showcase location in Fairview Park on June 3.  
A small reception followed and was well attended by 
members.  We thank him for taking time from his very 
busy schedule to provide this service to Showcase.  

Carol Kovach from the diocese wrote a wonderful 
article for the Diocesan Bulletin and also shared it on 
Cleveland.com and local Sun Posts.  Thank you to her 
for her wonderful portrait of the work of Christ Child 
Society and Showcase.  Donations and customers 
at both locations got a huge boost because of her 
article.  

Kathy Kohut, Dismas Ministry, expressed her great 
appreciation of all of our discard men’s donations 
that help in their prison ministry.  We also continue 
to send discards to City Mission, Laura’s House, I’m 
in Ministry and Habitat for Humanity.  The trial of 
Simple Recycling has been expanded to pick ups 
every week and we have received a nice check for 
our sales for the month of May.  As of now this has 
been a positive addition to Showcase.   

Showcase Fairview Park has begun half price 
Monday’s and 2nd Saturday.  The first Monday of 
the month is half off everything in the store and 
subsequent Mondays are clothing and shoes only.  
Showcase Lakewood continues to have half price 
Tuesdays and 3rd Saturday.  This has been well 
received by customers and sales reflect this. 

Looking ahead

Showcase Lakewood and Fairview Park will have 
BOGO during the month of August in advance of 
the Bag Sale/Changeover occurring in the month of 
September at both locations.  

BAG SALE
Lakewood - September 10, 13, 14

Fairview Park - September 17, 19,  20

CHANGEOVER
Lakewood - September 14, 15

Fairview Park - September 20, 22 

Showcase Fairview Park will soon have a new sign on 
the side of the building.  More to come! 

Please consider signing up to work at Showcase 
Lakewood and/or Fairview Park now or at any of the 
above events.  Many hands make work light and we 
have wonderful volunteers at Showcase.  Come and 
Join our Team!!

ON OUR WAY TO 5000 TOOTHBRUSHES!

A huge thank you to Dental Works of Fairlawn and Dr. John 
Solooki, DDS who donated 500 children’s and adult tooth-
brushes and toothpaste for the Christ Child Hygiene Program!  
Dentists are an amazing resource for Christ Child Society to 
help us promote healthy dental health in the schools!  Con-
sider talking with your dentist or hygienist about supporting 
the Christ Child mission with a donation of toothbrushes and 
toothpaste for the 5000 school distributions we plan during 
the coming year in poverty-stricken neighborhoods! 

Christ Child Invites Your Family 
Members to Join Showcase Junior 

Service for the 2022-23 School Year
Many high school students seek service 
opportunities to meet confirmation preparation 
or school requirements.  The Christ Child Junior 
Service (Pilot) Program invites your high school 
family members and friends to consider serving 
at our Showcase locations in Fairview Park and 
Lakewood.  Sponsor your granddaughters,  
daughters, grandsons, sons, and their friends 
entering ninth grade to join an orientation 
scheduled on Monday, August 8th or August 29th, 
4PM – 5PM at Showcase Fairview Park.

Junior Service Committee members Pam Moritz 
and Joanne Krysh will introduce the students to 
the Christ Child mission, history and programs 
that challenge poverty in greater Cleveland.  
Kathy Cole will give the students a tour of the 
store and information on volunteering.  Students 
can volunteer at either Showcase location 
through links to a student-only SignupGenius.  
Volunteer dates will be flexible depending on 
school vacation dates and Saturdays through the 
school year.

Please RSVP to Pam Moritz or Julie Jerdonek no 
later than Sunday, August 7th @ 6PM to RSVP 
for August 8th orientation.  For the August 29th 
orientation, please RSVP by August 28th.  Thank 
you for reaching out to your family members to 
engage them in the Christ Child mission!  

A huge thanks to Colleen Wyszynski and Robbie 
Wolan who post SignUpGenius opportunities 
for Showcase Junior Service,  and for most of our 
programs throughout the year!



Christ Child Society Mid-Summer Day of Recollection
Members Enjoyed a “Time-Out” for Spiritual Nourishment

Nearly 50 Christ Child Society members entered the winding drive, rounded the bend into the beautiful, holy, peaceful 
woodlands of the Jesuit Retreat Center.  Paula Conrad, newly installed President,  and Kathy Michael, President Elect, 
welcomed everyone as we gathered for our annual mid-summer Day of Recollection and took a “time out” from our busyness 
for spiritual nourishment.  

Teresa McCurry, Senior Pastor of New Beginning Ministries presented a leadership program with a biblical foundation, called 
Inspiration, Influence and Impact with a focus on making positive changes in our lives.  Teresa quoted Philippians 4:13 “I can 
do everything through Him who gives me strength.” Our members enjoyed the interactive discussion with Teresa and several 
of her “Super Tee” team.

Christ Child members prayed the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary as we walked under the canopy of trees of the Jesuit 
Retreat Center with Ann Ertle, Religious Activities Chairman. The path led us to the far end of the 57 acres of quiet walking 
paths where we paused at the cemetery where more than 100 Jesuits are buried. 

Father Paul O’Connor, S.J. celebrated Mass and read Matthew 13:1-9, the Parable of the Sower, and spoke about God giving 
each of us fertile soil which we can use to deepen our love and faith. He encouraged us in the practice of the Spiritual 
Exercises of St. Ignatius to go even deeper. 

We enjoyed a delicious lunch served by Bill Hobbs, Director of JRC, and his staff.  Bill presented us with a brief historical 
overview of JRC.  We concluded our day with a group photo of attendees.  Thank you to Ann for arranging a most enjoyable 
and day for Christ Child Society members to be nourished spiritually to strengthen us in faith, hope and love to serve the 
Lord through our mission.



Please notify the Christ Child office regarding deaths of 
CCS members or their immediate family members. 

Send Remembrance/Endowment checks to:
Christ Child Society of Cleveland, 
7901 Detroit Avenue, Suite 300, 

Cleveland, Ohio 44102

Remembrance/Endowment Report

Online Remembrance Giving available on our website at christchildsocietycleveland.org

May 9 - June 30, 2022

Donations May 9 - June 30, 2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,425.00

TOTAL FOR FISCAL YEAR TO DATE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $22,670.00

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist Masses for 
Christ Child members, living and deceased and their 

families are:

Thursday, August 25th at noon
Monday, September 25th at noon

Memory
Maureen Ashdown
Ann Joyce
Alma Lange
Joseph Malesic
Ernest Mansour
Eugene Mikel
Terry Seifried
Eileen Votteler
Carol Widing

In Honor
Kathy & Tom Cole
Paula Conrad (2)
Sister PJ Noga, SND
Melanie Petras
Denise Shafer

In Our Thoughts
The family of Kathleen Allen, sister of Ann George Christ Child member
The family of Sally Calkins upon her passing
The family of Mary Papesh, daughter of Pam Rable Christ Child member
The Ursula Schilen family, mother of  Christ Child member Linda Cochran
The family of Mary Tracy upon her passing

SHOWCASE NEEDS YOU!
Showcase Lakewood and Showcase Fairview Park are OPEN and PROFITABLE!!!

FACTS:
• A minimum of 2 volunteers per day are needed at each store...that adds up to 30-40 volunteers at each 

location each and every month.  

• Showcase is a great place to share your time and talents, meet new people, and help CCSC fund our many 
programs. 

• Flexible shifts are available – choose the day and location that fits your schedule. 

• No advanced training necessary, just a desire to be part of a very worthy endeavor. As our founder, Mary 
Virginia Merrick said, “Nothing is ever too much to do for a child.”

• Store volunteers earn time and a half for Saturday hours...volunteer managers earn double time. 

BONUS: Get a first look at some fabulous merchandise at a great price!

To Join our Team at SHOWCASE contact Adrienne Dziak or use SignUpGenius. SignUpGenius can all be accessed 
from the Member Only Page on our chapter's website.

Thank you for your support of Showcase... 
the proceeds help further our mission to Challenge Childhood Poverty in Greater Cleveland!



Mary Virginia Merrick Award
June 22, 2022

In May, we celebrated the Red Wagon event which highlights the wagon that we all pull as we serve the needs of children living 
in poverty in northeast Ohio. In June, we gather to recognize and honor one individual who has gone above and beyond to 
live out her mission of helping all of God’s children. Each year the members of the Mary Virginia Merrick selection committee 
rotate.  Thank you to Mary Herrick-President, Julie Jerdonek- Service Vice-President, Mary Cay McConnell- Volunteer 
Hours, Linda Fox- General Membership, Sharon Skotko- Parkview Head Start, Loraine Wancata- Uniforms.

The Mary Virginia Merrick Award is a very prestigious award which has been awarded to 39 other women, and yes…as the 
40th anniversary winner our honoree is a rare ruby!  She has immersed herself in many facets of the Christ Child Society and the 
diversity of the programs in which she has been involved is quite impressive.  One nominator wrote, “She is unafraid to take 
on new tasks and serves generously and humbly offers what she can do.” The descriptors of this strong woman are innovator, 
leader, encourager, and worker.   As a member since 2005, our honoree has volunteered over 6,600 hours with three projects 
being the focus of her work.  Time, energy, passion, and purpose describe what she given to the Christ Child Society.

In 1886 Mary Virginia Merrick said, “Do not consider that in order to be great either in the eyes of men (and women) or of God, 
it is necessary to do great deeds. It is an error; to do well the little duties of everyday life; to perform well the duties of your 
station; is to be great.”  The greatness of our honoree stems from all of the good deeds she has done in so many programs.

This individual was asked to be the first chair at St. Francis Library. She encouraged many volunteers to share their love of 
reading with the students.  Her husband speaks of the boxes and boxes of books that were found in every corner of their house.  
To this day, he wonders if they are all gone!  She also helped the volunteers at Saint Rocco’s Library as they began to organize 
and digitize their system. Our winner supported the “Christmas Book Program” by sorting and preparing thousands of books 
and contacting schools and churches for distribution. 

She served as Organization Vice-President and Service Vice-President.  During her time as the Corresponding Secretary, 
she took charge of the implementation of “Constant Contact” which encouraged better and timely communication with our 
members.  She was the Editor of the Chapter and Verse newsletter for 4 years when it was published on a monthly basis.  She 
handled the 2021 Soiree Raffle and contributed to the success of the Soiree. She spent many hours getting Showcase Fairview 
Park ready for opening and is the manager every Friday.  She fondly remembers coming to this site as a child with her mother 
when it was a butcher shop and she received a piece of boloney.

She was a volunteer at St. Raphael’s School, is a Eucharistic Minister, and is a member of the St. Raphael Guild Women’s Guild.  
She even helped create a cookbook for them. She volunteers every Monday at the West Side Catholic Center and once a month 
she and her husband served breakfast to needy families.  Occasionally, she and her husband join members of his law firm to 
serve breakfast to needy families.

Selfless giving is a high virtue and our honoree is a proud, loving wife of Jim 45 years. She is a giving mother, grandmother, 
daughter and sister and her family gives her so much joy.  She is ever helpful and supportive of her mother, Betsy.

She is blessed with four children and seven grandchildren---Stephanie;  Beth--husband Jeff Price; Christopher-- wife Brooke;  and 
Matthew....and seven grandchildren -- Graham, Hope, Cassie, Teddy, Hunter, Morgan 
and Riley.  She received her Bachelor of Science in Biology and Master’s Degree in 
Microbiology from the University of Notre Dame in 1980 and 1984.

She is one of those people who is unafraid to take on new tasks and serves humbly 
in all that she does.  Her ever present “can do” attitude is known by all.  Despite some 
health concerns, she gets things done behind the scenes. 

The Christ Child motto is “Where love leads to action.”  Today we celebrate deep 
love that has led to the action that has contributed to the success and growth of our 
organization.  Mary Virginia Merrick said, “I desire only to be a tool in your hands, use 
me to do your work” and our honoree has surely done His work!

It is my distinct honor to present Liz Niehaus as the winner of the Mary Virginia 
Merrick Award for 2022.
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